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PLAIN TRUTH. 


HE printing of the Ess av on Woman, 
having made a great noiſe in the world, 
and a part of that work having acci- 
dentally paſſed through my hands, I propoſe 
to acquaint the public, in a clear and circum- 
ſtantial manner, how the copy of it was pro- 
cured: and perhaps I am full as well qualified 
for the taſk I have undertaken, as thoſe who have 
preceded me; I mean ſo far as relates to fats, 


ſince neither learning or ſtudy is required to 


ſpeak the truth, which appears moſt amiable in 
its native ſimplicity. 
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About the beginning of Fly laſt, in com- 

pany with Mr. Jennings, a printer, (who at 
that time worked for Mr. Wilkes in Great- 
George- Street) at Mr. Sidey's, the Red-Lion in 
Jeuin- Street, I aſked him, among other chat, 
what he would treat me with for ſupper.? to 
which he replicd, that not having been out at 
dinner-time, he had ſome butter in his pocket, 
which he produced wrapped in a piece of prin- 
ted paper, which I took up and read. The 
firſt lines of this execrable performance, which 
I happened to caſt my eyes on, were as follow: 


Then in the ſcale of various U plain, 
Godlikè erect, B--- ſtands the foremoſt Man.“ 


Though I was extremely ſhocked at the in- 
delicacy of this ſpecimen, my curioſity was ef- 
ſectually excited to read all I could obtain 
of fo amazing a performance; I therefore de- 


. > ob 44 en. ag  f 
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gs Mr. ee me till che next 
The next morning I ſhewed this paper to 
ſome of the journeymen at Mr. Fadens; after 
which it remained in my pocket for a day 
or two, during which time Mr. Jennings never 
deſired to have it again. 

| In a few days after this, Mr. Haſſol, the 
overſeer at Mr. Faden s, deſired to ſee it for a 
few hours, and I very readily lent it him. 


Some days afterwards, Mr. Haſſall aſked me 


Tf I could by any means procure the remainder 
F the copy? I anſwered, that I would if it 
was in my power: On which Mr. Haſſall ſaid, 
' « Purchaſe it at any rate: M ait a littl---T'l 
bring you ſome money preſently.” Mr. Haſſall was 
as good as his word, and in a few minutes re- 
turned, and gave me Five Guineas. On re- 
| —_— which I faid, I world go to Jennings's, 
HOON was ſure he would 

204 oblige 
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oblige me. I went according to my promiſe, 
but Jennings replied to my enquiries after it, 
that He had it not, otherwiſe I ſhould have it. 
Which anſwer of Mr. Jennings, I reported to 
Mr. Haſſall, who again urged me to uſe my 
utmoſt endeavours to procure it, not to regard 
loſs of time, but return again to Jennings. Upon 
this I applied again to Jennings, and offered 
him firſt a guinea, and then a guinea and a 
half and a bowl of punch, if he could procure 
it. Jennings now ſaid, That he believed Carey 
had it, who was a good-natur'd young fellow, 
and would oblige him; and that he / Jennings) 
would go with me, and try to procure it of 
Mr. Carey: In conſequence of which. I called 
on Mr. Jennings about Twelve o Clock the 
next day, at Mr. Charles Rivington's, Printer, 
in Staining-lane, and went with Mr. Jennings 
to dinner, at the Red-Lyon in Fewin-/treet ; 
and after dinner I ſupplied Jernings's place at 
M. 


1 
Mr. Rivington's, while he went out to ſeek for 
Carey. On his (Fennings's) return, he ſaid he 
had been at Mr. Charles Says, (where Mr. 
Carey then worked) and could not find him. 
A day or two after this I went again to Mr. 
Rwvington's, and aſked Jennings if no-body had 
it but Carey? In anſwer to which Mr. Jennings 
ſaid he believed Mr. Benj. Burd had a copy. 
On which I agreed to meet Mr. Jennings at the 
Red Lion aforementioned, at Seven o Clock 
that evening, to go to Mr. Burd.---We met ac- 
cordingly, and went to Mr. Thorn's, the Horſe- 
ſhoe in Weſtharding-ſtreet, Fetter-lane, where 
we learn'd that Burd had been there, but was 
ill and gone home to bed, During the ſeveral 
days paſt, Haſſall frequently aſked me why I 
was not more diligent in procuring the copy, 
bid me offer Five Guineas for it, and told me 
that thu getting it would ſerve Mr. Faden, in 


ſerying his friend; To all which I replied in : ? 
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theſe words : * I fear the procuring this copy 
« is intended to injure Mr. Hikes, and if it is, 
« I will have nothing to do with it.” To this 
Haſſall declared, in a folemn and ſerious 
manner, © That no ſuch thing was ever inten- 
&« ded, and, that if the copy was procured, 
« jt would be much to Mr. Fadens advantage.” 

In anſwer to which, I ſaid, © If it is not to 
« hurt Mr. 1 ilhes, 1 will endeavour to get it.” 
After this I re-applied to Fennings, who ſaid, 
« Curry has it, I am ſure, but he is a man 1 
never liked, and therefore you will excuſe 

« my going with you to him.” Hereupon I | 
went by myſelf to Curry, and told him that 
e had four pages of the Eſſay on Woman, 
« printed at Mr. Miller s, and that I wanted the 
« remainder. Curry replied that he had it, 
e but could not part with it, as he appre- 


| « hended Mr, Millers i injury was intended by 


« it.“ L 


CF 1 

Juſt as Curry was going to ſhew me the 
copy, his (Curry's) wife, came into the room, 
which prevented him. On this we parted. 

Aiter this time I was frequently urged by 
Haſſall, to uſe my utmoſt endeavours to pro- 
Sure the COPY. Whereupon I again went to 
Curry, and begged of him to let me have it, 
(but without telling him who was my employer) 
on which he appointed the Sunday following, 
as the time when he would give me his final 
anſwer. 
On the Sunday following, I called again on 
Curry, and offered him Two Guineas for it, 
not bidding him the Five Guineas at once, leſt he 
ſhould advance in his price upon me. 
JI0o this offer Curry replied, & You ſhall 
<« have it for nothing ;---Mr. Villes has uſed 
« me ill, and when he returns from France, if 
« he does not treat me in the manner I ex- 
4 pect, I will be revenged on him.” 
Not 


10 


Not being able to procure the copy of 
Curry, I then endeavoured to find Carey, 
another of the perſons who had worked for Mr. 
IWilles; I found Carey's lodging; I went thi- 
ther, and not meeting with him at home, I left 
a note defiring to ſee him at One o'clock, at 
which time I called again but did not find him. 

A Day or two after this, Carey called on me 
at Mr. Faden's in Fleer-freet, and when I offered 
him any ſatisfaction he required for the copy in 
requeſt, he replied, © I had it by me, but in or- 
« der to prevent any ill | Cannons to Mr. 
“ Milles J have burnt it.” 

Finding at length that I could not ak 
the copy, I gave Haſſall a final anſwer in the 


negative, and returned the money, ſetting aſide a 


few ſhillings which I had Waren in going to 


and fro in this affair. 


Wen 


When it was found that I could not procure 
the copy, Haſſall applied to Curry in perſon, and 
Mr. Faden ſent for Curry to the Globe Tavern in 


Flet-ſtreet ;-- what pond there I pretend not 
to know, but by Curry's means it was at lengeh 


procured. 


Mr. Curry himſelf once declared to me at the 


Ben Jobnſons Head in Shoe-Lane, that he was 


offered a place of One Hundred Pounds per 


Annum, if he would deliver the remainder of 
the copy ; which he at that time refuſed to do, 
and did not give it up till Mr. Milles came from 
France, to whom having applied himſelf, and 
not meeting with the treatment he expected, he 
has ſince delivered it up, &c. 

From the time that I gave Haſſall my final 
anſwer in the negative, I heard nothing at all of 
the affair till the Monday before the meeting of 
the parliament, and never, during the whole 


tranſaction, did I intend any kind ef 


D injury 


b 12 


injury to Mr. Willes, or know of any proceedings 
againſt him. | 

On the evening of the Monday before the 
meeting of the parliament, I was diligently 
ſought for, in order to go with Jennings to 
Philip Carteret Webb, Eſq; but not being to be 
found that evening, I did not go. 

On the Tweſday morning I had private buſi- 
neſs of my own at the Weſt End of the town, 
and as I was coming through the Strand, on my 
return, I was met by Mr, Fadens apprentice, who 
told me to go immediately to the Horn-Tavern, 
in Neſinunſter: I went thither accordingly, and 
there ſaw the Rev. Mr. Xidgell, Philip Carteret 
Mel, Eſq; Mr. Faden, Printer in Fleet-ſtreet, 


Haſſal his Overſeer, Jennings and Curry. 


This is all T have to declare in relation to this 
extraordinary affair, aud J hope, and believe it 
will be a ſufficient clue to the public to diſcover 
by whoſe orders, the extraordinary diligence to 


procure 
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procure the copy of the Es8avy on Woman, 
was/uſed\: At the ſame time I cannot help ex- 
preſſing the abhorrence I have of the Sentiments 
of that Work, and of the language in which 
they are conveyed. 

The reader will now plainly ſee from theſe ſim- 
ple but plain truths, that neither Jennings nor 
myſelf knew of any intention to hurt the cha- 
rater of Mr. Wilkes. 
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AP PE ND IX. 
CONTAINING a 
Several EXTRACTS from the 
Ess AY on WOMAN. 


\ © attempt to poiſon the minds of our 

fellow-creatures, with pictures of ſcenes 
equally lewd and prophane, and drawn up with 
all the force of language, is a taſk more wor- 
thy the attention of a fiend, than of a human 
being; and the authors of ſuch performances 
have ever been held in contempt by all the ſo- 
ber and thinking part of mankind. And far 
be it from me to offer any thing that may of- 
fend the moſt delicate eye of the Fair Sex, 
who, I muſt confeſs, in this performance, are 
| not 


[xs ] 


not treated with that reſpectable regard which ; : 


the ladies of this kingdom moſt juſtly merit. 
I hope that while J am endeavouring to ex- 


poſe, 1 ſhall not be thought to countenance fo 
execrable a purpoſe, at the ſame time declaring 


that the following ſpecimens are ſolely intended 
as an antidote to the poiſon contained in the 
ws, ES Yor b 

In one part of this rruiy original perform- 


ance, the author having mentioned a nobleman, 


who has been too long the ſubject of common - 
converſation, and, probably too haſtily cenſured 


by the vothioking multitude, exclaims in theſe 


words, 


8 + Why ines He than ll o —_— 


And in the laſt leaf of the four pages which I 
B WE tate groodes 


The 
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Had the thy reaſon; would the ſkip and play? 
dito the laſt, ſhe — the r food, 

graſps the ----- tbat's rais d to go her blood. 
Oh! Blindneſs to the future, 1 597 giv ly” 


drawn a compariſon between the 
coition in men and women, and that of 
determines, with a brutal 


— 


as his ſenſations of a certain kind are more extend- 
in point of time. 
Upon the whole, the Essar on Wouar is 
of ſuch a nature, that I hope for the readers 


pardon and 
from it. 
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vhen I aſſure them that 1 
muſt deeline to = any 
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THE END. 
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